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Centennial Looking to Power Its Way Back To State Tournament 
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If Greg Maddux and Tom Glavine were correct and chicks really do dig the long ball, then game nights should be turning into ladies nights when Centennial takes the field this season.
Anchored by the slugging of shortstop Jay Baum and first baseman Patrick Sammons, the Knights have been circling the bases and scoring runs seemingly at will in their bid to return to the state playoffs for the first time since 2006.
Case in point: The team trailed Roswell 8-2 in the second inning in a game earlier this season, then fought back to win 11-10 in a game in which Sammons crushed an opposite field bomb.
Four days later the Knights exploded for 18 runs in a 5-inning win over North Forsyth, a team that many have pegged as one of the top four in the region.
Baum, who has inked a scholarship offer with Clemson University, and Sammons are two of four Knights who have hit at least three home runs this season as the team has averaged eight runs per game in its scorching hot 12-2 start (through Wednesday).
"Were sitting down trying to make out a lineup and its tough because everybody’s hitting," said second year head coach Jake Hill. "Its a good problem to have."
The offense is truly in mid-season form, but things didn't exactly start out that way.
"We’ve cut down on our strikeouts, but at the beginning of the season we were averaging 10 strikeouts per game," Hill said. "Through our first five games we had 52 strikeouts."
A renewed emphasis on putting the ball in play and creating pressure for opposing defenses has led to more consistent contact throughout the batting order.
But through it all Baum and Sammons have been the key threats in the three and four spots in the lineup, and their production has been augmented by the ability of Stuart Mals and Dustin Beggs to get on base ahead of them. Both Mals and Beggs are batting over .400 in the top two spots in the lineup.
And then there's the protection on the back side of the lineup with Christian Peterson and lefty DH Wright McCraney.
"The big surprise this year has been Christian Peterson," Hill said. "He played last year, got injured and kind of struggled a little bit. But he’s hitting over .400."
While the offense has posted some gaudy numbers, the performance of the team's top three pitchers is not to be overlooked.
Junior Sean Muller has secured the No. 1 spot in the rotation with a sub-2 ERA. Sammons got roughed up against Roswell, but before that game his ERA was in the low two's as the No. 2 starter. Mals has also held his own in the No. 3 starting spot.
"Our pitching has been pretty dang good too," Hill said. "We’ve been hitting and pitching pretty well. We do get a little lax in the field sometimes."
Outside of the strikeouts the team's other weakness has been in making plays defensively, but so far it hasn't slowed down the power train.
The 12-2 start is among the best in the school's history, but the Knights can't take anything for granted. In 2009, under former coach Billy Nicholson (who is now at Johns Creek), the Knights got off to an 11-2 start only to lose nine of their last 11 to finish at 14-12 and out of the playoffs.
But Hill feels like he has the type of team that can avoid that type of skid.
"This is a pretty compete team," he said. "We've got a lot of role players who are willing to do what it takes to help this team win. It takes a lot of individuals doing their part to make the team better, and we have some guys that will pick those other guys up if they start to struggle."
